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Recently, the Monteverde Municipal District acquired the former Banco Nacional
building, located at a principal intersection in Downtown Santa Elena. Architecturally, no
changes were made to accommodate the change in program from a bank to a
Municipality. Bank teller booths and cubicles are currently being used as offices. The
Municipality requested a reorganization of space as well as modifications to the
appearance of the building. A Municipality engineer envisions an eventual demolition of
the building sometime in the future, and therefore would prefer a low cost solution for the
building renovation. The building was also the site of a bank robbery and murder in 2005,
which has had an important impact in the way the public views this site.
Analysis of Existing Facilities
Issues asked to be addressed by the Municipality were to:
-Minimize construction costs
-Increase efficiency of work spaces and offices
-Provide a secure area for all of the Municipality’s files
-Provide a meeting room which can accommodate up to 30 people
-Improve ventilation and natural daylight to enhance the atmosphere of the building
-Increase energy efficiency of the building
-Provide handicap accessibility
-Create a strong connection between the Municipality and the community

